Project Great Outdoors South Fork American River Etiquette
Before the Trip

· All participants must have a signed liability release form. Minors must have a form signed by a parent or guardian to go on river (no exceptions).
· Everyone must be wearing PFD’s at all times when on river.

· All trips are shared cost and no fundraising can take place on the day of the trip.
· The maximum group size is 7 rafts or 12 kayaks, 2 kayaks equal 1 raft in mixed groups.
· Every boat must have a current CPR/First Aid certified guide.

· Every Trip must have a Head Guide with current Swift Water Certification.

· Know the flow and your guides limits. Don’t be afraid to cancel a trip if necessary.
Put In & Take Out
· Use loading zones appropriately to give room for others.

· Park in designated spots only.

· Be respectful of other river users and wildlife.

· When rigging/unrigging, consolidate gear and boats to use only the space needed.
· Follow the leave no trace rule. No micro or macro trash.
· A safety/fun talk needs to be given before every trip.

During the Trip

· Know the river, rapids, egress points, quiet zones, and lunch spots ahead of time.

· Quiet Zone is from river mile 4.5 (swimmers rapid) to river mile 11.5 (beginning of turtle pond). This means no water fighting, yelling, or screaming. This is a good opportunity to connect with your paddlers through conversations or story telling. Quiet zone violations are a finable offense.
· Carry a stocked first aid and unwrap kit on every trip.

· Use only public lands and river access point open to the public, unless you have written permission granting access from the property owner.

· Lunch and rest stops must be at locations with public restroom facilities or a portable toilet needs to be provided.

· Follow the leave no trace rule. No micro or macro trash.
· Never water fight in the quiet zone. Move rafts far enough apart to discourage water fights if people try to start them. 

· Ask for permission from other boats guide before engaging in water fights.
· Keep tight boat order, this is especially important on high use days (no more than 5 boat lengths). Be aware of the boat in front of and behind your boat.

· Maintain at least 20 seconds between your group and the group ahead of you. At the top of a rapid this is 150-200feet.

· Ask permission before you pass a slower group. Only pass in a safe stretch of river.
· Allow other groups to pass if they are going faster.

· Have adequate water, clothing, and sunscreen appropriate for the weather.

· Know and use the five basic hand signals (stop, OK, eddy out, swimmer, point positive).

· Set upstream safety when ever lines are in the water.

· Except in emergencies, get close enough so you don’t have to yell.
Quiet Zone Indian creek to Greenwood creek

Swift water cert

No boating after sunset

Boats must have tags

Must have PDF’s for each person

Dispose of waste correctly

County
PFD for each person

Quiet Zone Compliance 

Use only public land unless you have written permission

Lunch only at locations with restrooms or provide a portable toilet

Groups may not exceed 7 rafts

State
PFD’s must be worn at all times

Vehicles must display PGO logo on both sides

All boats must display PGO logo on both sides (visible from shore)
Obey posted laws pertaining to alcohol

Use only public land unless you have written permission
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